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Background

ICP materials has performed the exposure of materials in a network of test sites in a wide geographical zone of the signatories to the Convention in Europe and in North America. Two types of exposure have been performed - long-term exposure for evaluation of DRF and repeated one-year exposure for evaluation of trend effects.

Main results obtained

· Drf  based on 8-years exposure (1987-1995) containing SO2 as main pollutant for most materials

· Trend exposure (1987-2003) showing a substantial decrease in corrosion and of S-pollution

· Multipollutant exposure programme and EU 5FP MULTI-ASSESS project (1997-2004) including HNO3 and particles for characterization of the new multipollutant situation

· Concept of acceptable levels of corrosion and pollution

· Mapping of selected areas of exceedance on different geographical scale

· Calculation of cost caused by pollution

Potential for policy process
The original DRF as well as the new functions from the multipollutant programme which will be obtained in the spring 2005 can be used both within the LRTAP Convention and within the EU activities (CAFE), figure 1.
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Use of results and dose-response functions for revision of Air Quality Directive 99/30/EC with focus on

· Threshold levels of pollutants

· Material indicators
Use of results and dose-response functions for revision/issuing of Protocols with focus on

· Mapping of areas of exceedance at different scenarios

· Assessment of stock at risk

· Cost benefit analysis (in co-operation with CIAM and NEBEI)

Figure 1 The work within ICP Materials and the EU Projects MULTI-ASSESS and CULT-STRAT serve as bridging between the activities of UN/ECE and EU.

Questions to be discussed

Despite that the results are both unique and innovative they have so far not been used to a greater extent for policy purposes. Answers of the following questions are of interest:

· What is needed for realisation of the potential policy purposes within UN/ECE and EU?

· How important is the field of cultural heritage in the policy process?

· How should the Convention work be used and linked to the activities on Global climate changes?

